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Introduction
• Short term scientific mission

• Goal: to make an inventory of European dictionary portals

• Main result: detailed overview of dictionary portals and their 
features

• Focuses on goal 1 of WG1 (set up a European dictionary 
portal)

• Supervisors:
– Dr Vera Vera Lipp, Department of Lexicology and Lexicography, 

Research Institute for Linguistics of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences

– Dr Bob Boelhouwer, Instituut voor Nederlandse Lexicologie

• Duration: 
1-12 June 2015 (10 working days)
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From Leeuwarden 
to Budapest
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Method

• List European dictionary portals in a spreadsheet

• Describe features of the portals
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dictionary portal:

Definition:
‘The only conditions are that the portal is accessed via a 
computer screen, that it provides access to more than one 
dictionary, and that the integrated dictionaries can still be 
accessed as standalone products.’

(Engelberg, Müller-Spitzer 2013)

6



dianûmer 7

access to more than one dictionary, 
accessed as stand-alone products
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Results

• spreadsheet with 57 dictionary portals

• 38 described

• list of 22 features
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A. nr.
B. title
C. subtitle
D. url
E. owner
F. portal type
G. interface language
H. mono/multi
I. content
J. number of dictionaries
K. dictionary types
L. Access structures
M. lay-out 

portal/dictionaries

N. cross-refference
O. stand-alone access
P. Search suggestions
Q. search type
R. corpus link
S. display search results
T. adds
U. contact
V. account
W. type access
X. app
Y. API available
Z. Result URL

List of features
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(Engelberg, Müller-Spitzer 2013)

F. Portal Type
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Portal Types

dictionary net

dictionary search
engine

dictionary
collection

5
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1. Dictionary net
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2. Dictionary search 
engine
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3. Dictionary collection



dianûmer

G. Inferface language
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Mostly 1 or 2, sometimes more:
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H. Mono- / multilingual
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31 multi lingual
7 monolingual:

• Danish, 
• English, 
• French, 
• German, 
• Greek, 
• Norwegian, 
• Sign Language
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I. Content
Encyclopedic

Lexicographical
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Non lexicographic content
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1. monolingual synchronic
/ contemporary)
2. monolingual (diachronic

/historical)
3. bilingual (translation)
4. multilingual (translation)
5. dialect
6. etymological
7. rhyming
8. proverbs
9. pronunciation
10. spelling
11. special

12. thesaurus
13. acronyms
14. idioms
15. wordlist
16. inflection
17. morpology/word

formation
18. sign language
19. neologisms
20. synonyms
21. illustrated

100. extensive list of 
dictionaries 

K. Dictionary types
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Most dictionary nets consist of several types 
of dictionaries:

monolingual  synchronic/contemporary

idioms

proverbs

inflection

neologisms

special
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L. Access Structures

1. External access structures provide access to the dictionary
surface: They consist of links to the starting pages of the
dictionaries listed; all searches for particular lexicographic
information will be carried out within the dictionaries
themselves, i.e., outside the portal

2. Outer access structures serve to access dictionary entries by 
searching through all the lemmata of the integrated
dictionaries

3. Inner access structures allow to call up information from 
specific information positions within the microstructure of the
entries of the participating dictionaries

24

(Engelberg, Müller-Spitzer 2013)
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1. External
Access:
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2. Outer Access
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11 out of 38 portals have inner access structures:
• Wörterbuchnetz
• Owid
• Canoonet
• DWDS
• Portal de Léxico Hispánico
• Taalweb Frysk Wurdboekportaal
• De Geïntegreerde Taalbank
• Ortolang
• Termania
• Wordsmyth
• Portal for the Greec Language

all dictionary nets

3. Inner Access:
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M. Layout
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(Engelberg, Müller-Spitzer 2013)

1. integrated: 
The layout for the portal and its dictionaries are integrated so 
that navigation and search facilities are similar across the 
dictionaries;

2. not integrated: 
The layout is restricted to the portal page itself. After having 
accessed a dictionary, the user is confronted with the 
particular idiosyncratic surrounding of this particular 
dictionary.
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N. cross-reference
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O. Stand-alone access

33

Defenition Dictionary Portal:
‘... and that the integrated dictionaries can still be 
accessed as stand-alone products.’

Most portals provide access to dictionaries as stand-alone 
product. 

Dictionary search engines do not always provide access to 
dictionaries as stand-alone product:
• http://dictionary.reference.com/
• http://www.thefreedictionary.com/ (partly)

http://dictionary.reference.com/
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/
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1. headword
2. full text
3. starts with
4. ends with
5. wildcard * ?
6. phrases
7. part of 

speech/complex
forms

8. inflection
9. with(out) accent
10. regular expression
11. character mapping

12. Lower/upper case
13. Boolean
14. words containing
15. super lemma
16. orthography
17. word formation
18. semantic class
19. semantic relations
20. inflected forms
21. all/any/exactly/close

100. other

Q. search type
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Finding: 
Dictionary Nets offer more types of search options, for 
example elexiko (part of OWID).
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1. headword
3. starts with
4. ends with
7. part of speech    
/ complex  forms
14. words containing
16. orthography
17. word formation
18. semantic class
19. semantic 
relations

100. other
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S. display search results

1. joined lemma list
2. display of entire entries
3. list of links

4. mix 
5. inapplicable
6. video
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Joined lemmalist
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Entries
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mix: list of links 
and entries
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thank you for your attention

hsijens@fryske-akademy.nl
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thank you for being with me in the world of dictionary portals


