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Abstract

This paper describes the creation of a corpus-based lexical database for a
signed language, namely Sign Language of the Netherlands, which can later
be developed into a multipurpose dictionary. The content of the database is
based on the annotation of a large video corpus of this language, using ID-
Glosses as the key between database and annotation files by lack of an
accepted writing system. Our practices contribute to developing international
conventions for both glossing practices and lemmatisation of signed
languages, while being innovative in the way frequency data from the corpus
are included in the lexical database. The paper further describes some of our
recent contributions in the development of the Signbank software and the
ELAN multimedia annotation tool.
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Sign language corpora are important

26-02-17



Harvested corpora
Legal, ethical and linguistic issues

Elicited corpora
Manual transcription
and annotation

(Longitudinal) data sets
of L1/L2 acquisition
Even more work; privacy
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x ELAN: multimodal annotation tool
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Corpus NGT: glosses in Dutch and English
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Which lexicon? Where?
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Mepwerds: Losdon

http://github.com/signbank Radboud {

Which lexicon? Where?
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To appear, spring 2017: ELAN 5.0
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See the citation form of a sign in context
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More importantly: see the citation form at the time of
selecting the gloss
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Advantages of tools ELAN and Signbank

« Open-source

« Relatively well-documented

< Developing into a powerful solution available for language documentation

across the globe
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Links between corpus and lexicon

Ingest corpus frequencies

Display phonology,
morphology, and semantics of
the citation form/lemma
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Conclusion

« ELAN enables the creation of annotated video corpora
« Use of ID-glosses makes lexical databases crucial in
creating sign language corpora

» These lexical databases will be the back-ends of sign
language learning tools of the future, incl. ‘dictionaries’
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Conclusion
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» ELAN enables the creation of annotated video corpora | & )
=
« Use of ID-glosses makes lexical databases crucial in 00
creating sign language corpora =
» These lexical databases will be the back-ends of sign ( /.-.\
language learning tools of the future, incl. ‘dictionaries’ &~/

Thank you!

o.crasborn@let.ru.nl
www.ru.nl/sign-lang, www.ru.nl/corpusngtuk
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Begrip z0eken:
BUITEN

Dit gebase wordt alleen gebruikt am aan te geven dat
het niet binnen is.

Let op de bliksichting
Gesalocteerde handvormen € ™ Als je hem zoekt, is hij buiten,

® We gasn nu naar buiten.

LR o buiten staan, van buiten leren, bulten werking af

Dit gebaar kan locatiel worden gebruikt. oulten sdei atja

Andars vormen: © | Uitieg van BUITEN
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