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Concept -based Neology

• Starting point: Neologisms reflect
cultural dynamics (~ culturomics)

• New concepts introduced in language
community

• New concepts can take different 
linguistic shapes:
– New forms: 

• New formations (morphology)

• New multiword units 

• Loan words
– Semantic extensions of existing words

• COMBINE INTO ONE STUDY
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Comparative Neology

• Diachronic fluctuations in the rate of 
neologism creation? 
– in different lexical fields?

– Within and between the languages? 

– Reflections of different cultural dynamics?

• Which type is chosen?(new creation, 
loan, semantic extension) factors:
– language (Dutch vs Slovene)

– concept characteristics 

– Year

– genre (newspaper articles, internet blogs,

• What determines survival? (cf FUDGE)
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Methodology Neology Detection

AUTOMATIC PREPROCESSING

• Single words
– building on INL’s Blacklab environment

• Multiword units
– building on Trojina’s experience with 

collocation extraction

• Semantic extensions
– Building on QLVL’s experience with automatic 

Word Sense Induction

MANUAL CLASSIFICATION

• Loan translations, semantic calques

STATISTICAL DATA ANALYSIS

• Relation between variables
Conference, Place dd.mm.yyyy
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Culturomics
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