COST MEETING EUROPEAN NETWORK OF E-LEXICOGRAPHY
Working Group Meeting 4: A Pan-European Perspective
Leiden, 16th January 2014, 2pm
Chair, Eveline Wandl-Vogt

Vice-Chair, Phil Withington

The meeting was well attended (+30) though a number of attendees explained they were mainly involved in another WG. The meeting began with attendees briefly introducing themselves and explaining their respective interests in the topic. There was wide-ranging regional representation and disciplinary expertise. 

The Chair highlighted the main aims of WG4 as outlined in the presentations in Brussels in October 2013:

1. develop ways to interlink and display information already in single language dictionaries to represent their common European heritage

2. develop editorial guidelines for the integration of European information into tradition and innovative e-dictionaries

3. new applications for interconnected dictionary information in the digital humanities

These initiatives should enable analyses of ‘the multiple dimensions of borrowing, i.e. the migration and re-migration of words and meanings across the languages of Europe’ from the medieval to the present day.

An interesting discussion followed. Points raised included – 
· the need to think about the relationship between historical, contemporary, and other kinds of dictionary as well as the need to be clear about what goes into the portal and exactly what dictionaries we will be working with
· technical and theoretical issues – for example, those surrounding ‘interlinking’ – and also what a common European heritage might consist of and the feasibility of representing it
· the possibility of prioritizing the methodology of tracing words and concepts across dictionaries (and perhaps other texts and corpora) in order to understand the long history of verbal and semantic migration
· focusing on particular case-studies – for example, political vocabularies – in order to illuminate processes of linguistic borrowing and semantic movement across space and time
As this suggests, there is much to think about and discuss for the next Working Group meeting, as well as various lines of enquiry to follow. It was accordingly agreed that the initial plan of action should be for the Chair and Vice-Chair:

· to invite proposals from WG4 members for working papers that address any of the concerns of WG4 as outlined in the COST action and raised in the first discussion of WG4

· to circulate an additional list of topics and themes outlined in the COST action and raised in the first discussion that WG4 members can volunteer to deal with in working papers
· to allocate responsibility for working papers once the membership of WG4 is finalized in February 2014.

At this early stage in the life of the project, a working paper is understood to be a piece of work that provides a focus for discussion at the July 2014 meeting of WG4. 

· Working papers are not expected to be ‘polished’ or publishable – for now we are interested in initial thoughts, ideas, literature or data surveys, etc., as much as fully-formed arguments

· At this stage in the project working papers can be collaborative or single-authored, though they should preferably facilitate collaborative work in the future (e.g. by identifying issues or case-studies that can be pursued in different languages or from different disciplinary perspectives)
· Working papers can be either original pieces of work or extant work that the author/s have tailored in order to address the concerns and agenda of WG4
· There is no prescribed length, though authors should remember that WG members will have a number of working papers to read

· Working papers should be written in English and need to be sent to the Chair by email attachment for pre-circulation three weeks in advance of the July 2014 meeting: i.e. by Friday 27th June 2014
· For the longer term, members of WG4 might think of these early discussions and working papers leading into a 5-day meeting at the Lorentz Centre in Leiden in 2016, where we can have sustained discussion and work
Other business:

· Attendees were asked to start thinking about the content of the WG4 Training School in 2017 as well as STSM schemes (a very useful means of encouraging collaborative links and outputs)
· The importance of liaising and communicating with the other WGs was recognized

· Attendees were asked to think about relevant experts they would like to get involved in WG4 discussions
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